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Welcome to the 17th Hiroshima
International Animation
Festival!

Thanks to you, the Festival Eve
was a huge success.
Everyone is getting excited
about this year’s Animation
Festival.

There are an unprecedented
2,842 entries from 88 countries
and regions, from all over
the world in the competition
program.

We will screen 75 films carefully
selected from these entries.

So, don’t miss it!

On the first day, in the grand
hall, we are screening a feature
animation gem “In This Corner
of the World”, which is set in
the city of Kure during World
War 1I.

In this edition, we also have
an intensive focus on Estonian
animation which is less well
known.

Such a huge focus on collected
Estonian works will be the first
ever in the world.

The Estonian Feature
Animation “Frank and Wendy”
is a film co-directed by talented
Estonian filmmakers, and
captures the atmosphere of
Estonia.

The latest Estonian feature
film, Asian Premiere “Captain

Morten and the Spider
Queen” is an excellent puppet
animation depicting the growth
of a boy.

Please watch out for these
films!

There are a lot of fascinating
Estonian works, not only
feature length films, but also
documentaries, Estonian
filmmakers’ retrospectives,
commercials, and more.

We hope you will enjoy the
screening of the large, and
deep films of a small country.
There are 34 Estonian
programs in total.

We are also screening
short films by Yoji Kuri,
the International Honorary
President of HIROSHIMA
2018, and by Belgian master of
animation, Raoul Servais. Both
of them will be ninety this year!

Please enjoy all that is on
offer for the next five days,
including two Japan premiere
works, screening and talk by
International Jury Members,
works by the Selection
Committee Members,
exhibitions, forums, workshops
and much, much more!
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Raoul Servais (13th International Honorary President)
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We have been watching the terrible news of flooding and
heavy rain in Hiroshima and other Islands. Hope you and
your family and all our friends are safe and not affected by
it. Seems a very serious situation. Please take care.

Ishu Patel (17th International Jury Members)

[ have known with great sadness the terrible misfortune

that has happened in your country. I hope all the people

I know are well, and can overcome this terrible situation.

Receive with all my heart all my support and love.

Ferran Gallart (17th International Selection Committee)
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Thinking of you and praying that you and your families
P are doing well.
Love from Portugal!

CristinaLima (17th International Selection Committee)

Our hearts and thoughts are with you all with the sad
news of the flooding in Hiroshima. Sending love and
strength. Take care Festival Family

Karen Kelly (16th International Selection Committee)
GLETHEXRFEICLZBEEIOVWTIHEE L, 722574

NLDI7IN—2IBLHETIETAANBDBWERY E —
o BTADETT SAICEESLW7R V|24

jl) fTJ: b,;m_:‘;—fi.a. AR AT = are with the Festival Family and all the other people

. o : —:;j- (% IZ xe EmEEEE) : ‘ ‘ of course. Hope you are all well and that you will have

F=IavE TAT EAZ ERESZA R : £ ‘g\w a great festival in August.

David Buoh (16th International Selection Committee)

[ heard about the very bad weather situation in the
Hiroshima region and all my thoughts and best wishes
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and Makiko and all our friends of the festival are safe
_and well! We're thinking of you. Love, Greg and Louise.
7 Greg Holfeld (15th International Selection Committee)

1 Dear friends... | am very sad about the disaster in
' Japan and especially about Hiroshima.... What a big
tragedy...! I hope everything will be better soon... My
heart is with you.

Nina Shorina (5th International Selection Committee)
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[ was shocked to see on television the
devastation of the torrential rains in Western
Japan since July 6th, 2018 and the sad
demands it makes on the Spirit of Hiroshima
in another form. My heartfelt sympathy to
all people who have been suffering from the
serious disasters, and an additional reason for
wishing the continued success of the Festival.

Boh Stenhouse (Artist)

Illustratlon by Bob Stenhouse
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Kine Aune
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1. What were your personal
selection criteria?

You don't need to be faithful
in the animated universe, the
animated universe is fantasy.

I am looking for stories that are
in the animation universe.

I look for artistic design,
animation technique, sound
editing and timing.

I like to be challenged, maybe
provoked, not bad stories and
animation, but that someone
opens new doors, and gives me
stories [ hadn't expected!
Animation is a powerful tool
for communication, and can
portray important messages to
enlighten us, and if [ am moved
by a film, then [ know it is a film
for me.

A film [ want others to see!

2. What was the most
difficult thing in selection?

We had 2,842 films to select
from. For me it was difficult to
accept that among the 2,842
films we had to select films
from, it was good films we had
to select out of the competition
program! The films that were
chosen aren't necessarily better

than those that were not.

There were films that were not
chosen that made a big impact
on me.

But it is nice to know that the
art in animation is alive. That
so many student and first films
was sent to the selection, giving
hope for the future in animation!
I am proud and happy for
the program we made! I look
forward to seeing them in the
festival!
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IFerran Gallart
(Catalonia/Spain)
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1. What were your personal
selection criteria?

It has been a great experience
for me to participate in the
selection committee of the 17th
International Hiroshima Festival.
The perfect organization of the
management, and the entire
team in charge of carrying out
the festival is remarkable and
admirable.

The atmosphere of the Festival
based on the motto of Peace
and Love is immediately spread
to all of us who participate
in this event in one way or
another.

The impressive number of

LAPPY ©



films made by professionals,
first works, students’ films
and others, shows that the
animation’s field is in good
health, with a strong and
extraordinary good quality
which for lovers of this art is
very gratifying.

The selection method is
impeccable. Each member
can visualize the time he/she
considers necessary each one
of the films presented without
knowing neither the author nor
the country of origin, which
makes impossible any type of
arbitrariness of the members
of the selection committee, and
that this is done only according
to the criteria of the quality of
the films.

Finally, I wanted to thank the
great kindness and availability
of the management and all the
members of the team, who
with their help have facilitated
this enormous work and have
made our stay in Hiroshima
very pleasant, gratifying and
unforgettable.

2. What was the most
difficult thing in selection?
The large number of films
submitted at the selection,
2,842 of which only 75 were
selected, has not been an easy
job.

The great quality of many of
these films made it very difficult
to make a decision between
one or another film.

The large number of first films
and student films, 60%, meant
that every time we had to
eliminate one of them we had
the feeling of “killing a dream”.
This was an emotional burden
for us that made our work more
difficult.

All the members of the
selection committee have done
everything to make as good as
possible the best selection.

We have tried to be fair as
much as we could, and I hope
we have achieved it.

It has been a hard task for
us, but the final result of
the selection causes us to

OLAPPY

anticipate a magnificent festival,

since there are many works
of great quality and we are
sure that the participants of
the event will enjoy this 17th
International Hiroshima Festival.
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1. What were your personal
selection criteria?
Selecting films for a festival
is a great job. From all the
films entered you can make a
selection based on your personal
criteria. For me it is important
to see why the director has
chosen to work in animation.
Being an artist/filmmaker I
enjoy films that surprise me and
challenge me. It is great if I get
to see a trip in the brain and
world of the animator. As in all
art forms there are always new
developments going on. I am
very happy if an animated film
surprises me with something [
have never seen before.

Of course I can also enjoy good
“traditional” animation, and
because we are selecting films
for an audience | also looked
for films that can entertain the
viewers.

Lots of different techniques

are being used, so it is always
refreshing to see films from
different categories.

Last but not least, the festival
motto LOVE AND PEACE. A
very important and universal
message, that can be seen
clearly in several films that were
selected.

2. What was the most
difficult thing in selection?
The selection process was
great. The very well organized
team of Sayoko, staff members
and technicians worked so
smoothly making the job a
positive experience. My focus
could be only on the quality of
the films. Because of the huge
amount of films, I had little time
to write what I liked about my
favorite films, because the next
film started already. At the
end of each screening, I had
to try and convince the other
selection jury members of the
quality of my favorite films. Of
course there was sometimes a
film that no other member liked
as much as I did, and that can
be frustrating.

Many films of high quality
have not been selected. This
is very painful because I know
how hard it is to receive the
message that your film has not
been selected.... As a filmmaker
you put your heart in a film and
if someone does not like all your

heart/effort you can feel bad.
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1. What were your personal
selection criteria?

My main concern during the
selection period was the

artistic and cinematic quality
of the films presented and the
message the authors were
trying to convey through
the use of various animation
techniques and styles.
Festivals are privileged places
to showcase the best of world
animation: films directed by
renowned animators, but also
the work made by students and
other young directors who find
in these festivals the possibility
of showing their works and to
meet very interesting people,
contributing to the enrichment
of the animation art.

2. What was the most
difficult thing in selection?
Saying that it was easy to
watch more than 2,800 films. It
would be a lie, but the intensity
of the work allied to the
knowledge and kindness of the
other members of the Selection
Committee, the Festival's
Director and staff made it a
remarkable experience that |
will never forget. It was such
a privilege to watch so many
excellent films, in a sound
and perfect atmosphere that
offered us the peace of mind
to carefully analyse and think
about the films. The method
applied to the work of the
Selection Committee was very
helpful, and truly enabled us
to reach to the end of all the
submissions. It was hard, there
were days that were more
difficult than others, we were
tired, but we were so focused
and pleased that, in the end,
[ can only recall the good
moments. We have worked
in conscience, not subject to
any pressure (only to see all
the films) and I believe that we
have selected a set of superb
films. Congratulations to all the
festival members (Festival's
Director, assistants, staff) and
the sponsors, for running and
supporting the International
Animation Festival, Hiroshima
2018!

2018
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1. What were your personal
selection criteria?

On this occasion, I was able
to have the rare opportunity
to appreciate 2,842 animation
shorts in a short period of
time, and as a result, [ came to
like animation more and more
as a contemporary art form,
and also felt it to be more
and more attractive. There
are unique expressions and
methods that could be possible
only through animation.
And such expressions are
sometimes very effective to
help convey what the filmmaker
intended. I think that I could
experience these things under
a thought that is close to
conviction. And also, I was able
to know that there are so many
filmmakers around the world
who use animation as their
main expressive method. Thus,
my main selection criteria were:
how deeply and strongly the
author’s intention of production
is conveyed by animation,
how animation expression is
important in the work, and the
high creativity and originality.

2. What was the most
difficult thing in selection?
[ never felt hardship. Only, to
my regret, there were so many
wonderful works that could
not be selected because of the
competition time frame being
decided. Only 75 works were
chosen for competition out
of the 2,842 works. This was
2.6% of the total. I think it is
already a very special thing to
be selected for the competition
of the International Animation
Hiroshima Festival.
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We had a successful parade with about 100 dancers dancing to “The Only Flower in
the World”, a live performance by 30 musicians. People in the street were absorbed
in taklng photos of them
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Although we were worried about the typhoon approaching
Hiroshima, many people joined our festival eve celebration -
and enjoyed the very first projection mapping in Kamiya-cho o &.‘ “ =
Shareo. The ceiling of the underground shopping mall was § gt |
transformed into a canvas with goldfish dancing. 1 %
We had fun with goldfish, drinks, music, dancing, and a sword
fight very much.
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Dear Sayoko,

It is exciting to anticipate the
arrival and celebration of
HIROSHIMA 2018!

This festival is so unique and
special for so many reasons.
It is a prestigious and highly
respected international
showcase of the art of
animation. It brings together
a diversity of artists - from the
newest and emerging young
talents to the great masters
and legends of animation - in
a spirit of creativity and multi-
cultural exchange. It promotes
peace, understanding and
love in a world that often
seems to be dominated by

fear, anxiety, and conflict. The
festival's staff, volunteers, and
people of Hiroshima present
visitors to a warm, welcoming,
and unforgettable cultural
experience. Hiroshima's
tragic history and remarkable
transformation to a beautiful city
of Peace becomes both moving
and inspirational. The festival
creates a bridge and portal to
the wonders, excitement, and
beauty of modern Japan, and
a window to it's fascinating
past. It is a celebration of art,
artists, people, and place. ltis a
festival experience that remains
in the heart, mind, memory, and
spirit of all who are fortunate to
participate.

The festival continues to offer
fascinating and thoughtful
programs and special
events, a distinguished
panel of jurors, a diverse
and dedicated International
Selection Committee, and
many opportunities to learn,
share, and connect with
a broad and enthusiastic

array of international artists
and a curious and energetic
audience. How wonderful to
have the legendary master Yoji
Kuri as International Honorary
President this year!

Although | am unable to
attend this year's festival, |
still feel connected in spirit
from my own past visits and
experiences, and in imagining
all of the positive creative
energy being generated this
year. I've enclosed a drawing
as a tribute to you, your staff,
and the spirit of HIROSHIMA
2018. | know that this year's
festival will be another great
success, and send my thanks
for your dedicated work, and
congratulations for making this
magic happen once again!
With sincere admiration,
gratitude, and best wishes,

Paul Glabicki

LAPPY O
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Greetings
from the Festival
Director

Hello, everyone. Thank you

HLED

for coming to Hiroshima -
HIROSHIMA 2018!

All of the festival team

Sayoko
Kihoshita

AT I&EF

have been preparing and
looking forward to today, the

opening of the festival. We

n have many enjoyable events
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and activities during the
festival, such as a program
unique to Hiroshima the
pride of the world, cultural
exchanges through the
art of animation, parties, a
picnic, Japanese cultural
experiences, sightseeing in
Miyajima and so on.

Make sure you get,and
read Lappy News (the Daily
Bulletin of the festival) for

more information!

FH FELY,

| would be delighted if you
LOVE & PEACE D#EfDE & can make pleasant and
R BARERGRVHZESH
PIFICLTETFESENT meaningful memories in the
9, spirit of LOVE & PEACE.

The staff with the following marks
on their name cards can speak each
language.

Feel free to talk to them anytime

|
anywhere! Green: English

From the Editor's Room
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Donations for torrential rains in July, 2018
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We express our heartfelt sympathy to the people who suffered
from the disasters caused by torrential rains in July, 2018.

We, ASIFA-JAPAN and HIROSHIMA International Animation
Festival Organizing Committee are now collecting money to
help the sufferers, and it will be sent to the areas of distress in
Hiroshima through the Japanese Red Cross Society.

Thank you for your assistance.

NOTE: We accept donations in Japanese Yen only.
ASIFA-JAPAN

HIROSHIMA International Animation Festival Organizing
Committee

cin
BENULET,
Please give
generously.
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Red: Chinese Blue: French
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This time is the seventh time as editor-in chief for me.
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Well, here we are again.... Old friends, and new. | was thinking before
the festival that every moment should be a memory, so that is what | am
aiming for. Hundreds and thousands of good memories! (Aran)

“Hiroshima” is so proud to have created a circle of the
world’s animators. However, we experienced a disaster
at our very own feet this time, and we would like be
noticed again as important by the circle of local people. |
hope that this festival will be a chance to rediscover the
latter. Besides, “short” animation is an art form that gives
importance to humanity, more than technology does! (Koshi)

O LAPPY

(Igita)
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This summer is surprisingly hot! | bet this heat will rub off on this year’s
festival. I'm going to contribute by bringing hot Lappy News to everyone!
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